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WHY CERTIFICATION?  

Throughout this course there are comments and advice from other Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisors on 
what they wish they would have known sooner, advice they would give to someone new, and their keys to 
success; such as: 

¶ ñThe QuickBooks ProAdvisor Program and my listing on their website has helped me to grow my 
business more than any other advertising campaign. Thank you Intuit!ò 

¶ ñI wish that I would have known how much education the Certified ProAdvisor course (webinars 
and materials) offers. I thought because you can become a ProAdvisor simply for paying the 
QuickBooks fee that it was a gimmick. The Certification is so much more than what I would have 
expected!ò 

MARKET POTENTIAL  
There are already 4 million QuickBooks users in the United States and the number continues to grow 
(there were 600,000 new QuickBooks users in 2008). Each current and new QuickBooks user represents 
a potential client for you! As the map below illustrates, there are QuickBooks users and potential clients in 
every state!   
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Plus, there is still a tremendous amount of growth potential in the market. Intuit estimates that there are 
approximately 15 million more ñsmall- and medium-sized businesses in the United States that do not use 
any specialized accounting software.ò QuickBooks is by far the industry leader with somewhere between 
85-90% market share of accounting programs for small businesses. 

Intuit executives recently announced (September, 2008) that they plan to spend 50% more on marketing 
QuickBooks in the coming fiscal year (2009). So, as Intuit continues to spend millions on marketing and 
advertising, research and product development, they are creating new client opportunities for the 
consultants who support QuickBooks users. Why not seize the opportunity and grow your business right 
along with them?  

TIP: Take advantage of all the information QuickBooks offers its consultants. It is one of the most proactive 
marketing companies for its ProAdvisors. 

DIFFERENTIATE YOURSELF 
There are hundreds of thousands of accountants and bookkeepers in the United States with varying 
levels of certifications, education, experience, specializations and other factors. There are no restrictions 
on who can call themselves a QuickBooks consultant and there are over 50,000 ProAdvisors nationwide. 
So, what can you do to improve your credentials and expertise as a QuickBooks consultant? Become a 
CERTIFIED QuickBooks ProAdvisor!  

By earning the certification, you differentiate yourself from the competition. Becoming certified improves 
your overall knowledge and your value to clients. There are many ProAdvisors who do not invest the time 
and energy into completing the certification course and/or passing the certification exams. Thus, you can 
also create a competitive advantage for yourself. 

TIP: Be sure to take the test and become a Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor each year. The benefits far 
outweigh the cost and time. This also establishes you as an expert in multiple years. 
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OTHER BENEFITS TO CERTIFICATION  

QuickBooks Brand Recognition  

Intuit has spent many years and millions of dollars on marketing and advertising developing the 
QuickBooks brand. With 85-90% market share, QuickBooks is widely recognized by small business 
owners and clients. Why not take advantage of the widespread brand recognition of the QuickBooks 
name and logo to help grow your business! 

Logo  

Once you become a Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor, you can use the logo 
on your business cards, website, shirts, and other marketing materials.  

ñI canôt tell you how many times someone has noticed the logo and asked me 
a question about QuickBooks. If I can give them a quick answer I doðalong 
with my business card! It is a great conversation starter!ò says one Certified ProAdvisor. 

Find a ProAdvisor Website 

When you become certified, your name and profile will be listed in the Find a ProAdvisor website that is 
maintained by Intuit. This is free marketing for you and the source of potential clients. In recent years, 
Intuit has drastically increased the prominence and placement of the links, references, and promotion of 
the Find a ProAdvisor website. The Find a ProAdvisor website is also mentioned in the registration emails 
sent to new QuickBooks users. 

Keep up with the certifications so your name is always visible. 

There is a link to the Find a ProAdvisor website from within QuickBooks when users select Find a Local 
QuickBooks expert from the Help menu. 
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The link to the Find a ProAdvisor website is throughout the EasyStep Interview and the QuickBooks 
Learning Center. 
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Numerous Intuit websites (QuickBooks.com, Accountant.Intuit.com, and others) include links to the Find a 
ProAdvisor website in numerous places.  
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The Find a ProAdvisor website receives about 40,000 hits every month and is the source of many new 
clients for Certified ProAdvisors. 

Potential clients are able to search by location (zip code or city/state) or industry supported professional 
designation, certifications earned or the ProAdvisorôs last name. 

 

 

Potential clients will see the results of their search to help them locate a Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor 
to help them with their QuickBooks needs.  

 


