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WHY CERTIFICATION?

Throughout this course there are comments and advice from other Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisors on
what they wish they would have known sooner, advice they would give to someone new, and their keys to
success; such as:

1 fArhe QuickBooks ProAdvisor Program and my listing on their website has helped me to grow my
business more than any other advertising campaign. Thank you Intuit!o

1 A wish that | would have known how much education the Certified ProAdvisor course (webinars
and materials) offers. | thought because you can become a ProAdvisor simply for paying the
QuickBooks fee that it was a gimmick. The Certification is so much more than what | would have

expected!0

MARKET POTENTIAL

There are already 4 million QuickBooks users in the United States and the number continues to grow
(there were 600,000 new QuickBooks users in 2008). Each current and new QuickBooks user represents
a potential client for you! As the map below illustrates, there are QuickBooks users and potential clients in
every state!
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74,251 34,878 59049
6,967
- 90,872

19,877 13441

" 145444

Number of QuickBooks users in each state.
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Plus, there is still a tremendous amount of growth potential in the market. Intuit estimates that there are
approxi matel y 15 -andrddiunosizedbosinassesiiisthedJhited States that do not use
any specialized accounti ng s ndustrwleader with so@ewherekb&weerk s
85-90% market share of accounting programs for small businesses.

Intuit executives recently announced (September, 2008) that they plan to spend 50% more on marketing
QuickBooks in the coming fiscal year (2009). So, as Intuit continues to spend millions on marketing and
advertising, research and product development, they are creating new client opportunities for the
consultants who support QuickBooks users. Why not seize the opportunity and grow your business right
along with them?

TIP: Take advantage of all the information QuickBooks offers its consultants. It is one of the most proactive
marketing companies for its ProAdvisors.

DIFFERENTIATE YOURSELF

There are hundreds of thousands of accountants and bookkeepers in the United States with varying
levels of certifications, education, experience, specializations and other factors. There are no restrictions
on who can call themselves a QuickBooks consultant and there are over 50,000 ProAdvisors nationwide.
So, what can you do to improve your credentials and expertise as a QuickBooks consultant? Become a
CERTIFIED QuickBooks ProAdvisor!

By earning the certification, you differentiate yourself from the competition. Becoming certified improves
your overall knowledge and your value to clients. There are many ProAdvisors who do not invest the time
and energy into completing the certification course and/or passing the certification exams. Thus, you can
also create a competitive advantage for yourself.

TIP: Be sure to take the tetsand become a Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor each year. The benefits far
outweigh the cost and time. This also establishes you as an expert in multiple years.

S

by
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OTHER BENEFITS TO CERTIFICATION

QuickBooks Brand Recognition

Intuit has spent many years and millions of dollars on marketing and advertising developing the
QuickBooks brand. With 85-90% market share, QuickBooks is widely recognized by small business
owners and clients. Why not take advantage of the widespread brand recognition of the QuickBooks
name and logo to help grow your business!

Logo CERTIFIED

Once you become a Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor, you can use the logo -
on your business cards, website, shirts, and other marketing materials. QHIERBUDRS

il candt tell you how many tinmaskedme:)meowdﬂ@'s noticed t|
a question about QuickBooks. If | can give them a quick answer | dod along
with my business card! It is a great conversation star:

Find a ProAdvisor Website

When you become certified, your name and profile will be listed in the Find a ProAdvisor website that is
maintained by Intuit. This is free marketing for you and the source of potential clients. In recent years,
Intuit has drastically increased the prominence and placement of the links, references, and promotion of
the Find a ProAdvisor website. The Find a ProAdvisor website is also mentioned in the registration emails
sent to new QuickBooks users.

Keep up with the certifications so your name is always visible.

There is a link to the Find a ProAdvisor website from within QuickBooks when users select Find a Local
QuickBooks expert from the Help menu.

Sample Rock Castle Construction - QuickBooks: Premier Accountant Edition 2009 - [Company Snapshot] u@]ﬁ
E File Edit View Lists Accountant Company Customers Vendors Employees Banking Reports Online Services Window | Help - % X
o 5 & @ & & = & [ QuickBooks Help F1 »
Home = Company Snapshot Customer Center Vendor Center Employee Center Report Center Live Community Invoice I Live Community L
x
Income and Expense Trend Graph Find Training..,
Open Windows : Learning Center Tutorials
s Yomctrivts g
Lompany Shapshot Income [l Expense Find A Local QuickBooks Expert
Pay Bills
$in 1000's e 2 »
70T
Internet Connection Setup
60 T Year-End Guide
50 Add QuickBooks Services
40 Update QuickBooks...
Manage My License »

30
QuickBooks Privacy Statement
About Automatic Update

20
10 7

About QuickBooks: Premier Accountant Edition 2009...

Jan 12 Mar 12 May 12 Jul 12 Sep 12 Nov 12
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The link to the Find a
Learning Center.

EasyStep Interview

QuickBooks
EasyStep Interview

I

Interview Progress

Need help setting up?

(fees may apply)

Find A Local
' QuickBooks Expert @
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ProAdvisor website is throughout the EasyStep Interview and the QuickBooks

¥ Getanswers

Welcome to the QuickBooks EasyStep Interview

we'll walk you through setting up the basics by asking you questions and giving you guidance along
the way. In about 30 minutes you'll be ready to start using QuickBooks—customized just for you!

Start Interview

Other Options...

Have you used Quicken, Peachtree, or - Are you an accountant or
Office Accounting for your busi 7 . Qui kBooks expert?

Click Convert Data if you would like to - Click Skip Interview to set up your
transfer your finandal information to - company information on your own.
QuickBooks, .

What happens to my converted data?

Convert Data b4 : Skip Interview

HNeed on-site help?
Local Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisors can set up & customize QuickBooks for your business. (fees
may apply) % Learn More

Learningcenter:

@ QuickBooks Learning Center g
QUICKBOOKS: What's New

Some tutorials may require an Internet connection.

Ca Overview & Setup

gg Customers & Sales
% Vendors & Expenses
ﬁ Inventory

Upgrading from QuickBooks 2006 or earlier? Watch this tutorial 4:44

What's new in QuickBooks 2009? Watch this tutorial 7:18

Client Data Review: Find and correct dlient errors quickly. Watch this tutorial... 5:51
Improved Bank Reconciliation: Save time reconciling your dients’ bank accounts.
Year-to-Date Payrolk: It's easier to enter information before you run payroll. Learn more...
Intuit Statement Writer: Create professional finandal statements. Watch this tutorial... 5:04

Free Website: Easily create a professional website with customizable
templates & drag-and-drop tools, in order to attract new customers. Learn more...

s C hot: Get a real-time overview of your business—see which customers

.

% Payroll

Merchant Services

owe you money, which bills to pay, and what needs to get done today.

Online Banking: Save time and increase accuracy using the improved Online Banking Center.
- Securely download and send banking transactions. Watch this tutorial... 4:24

- Work with downloaded transactions. Watch this tutorial... 6:00

+ Multiple Currencies: Track your sales & expenses, and manage your customer

and vendor relationships seamlessly at home and abroad. Watch this tutorial... 4:56

We've made other improvements, too. Learn more...

.

.

T
M

2 ooks|

) + Download the free e-Book: QuickBooks Premier 2008 - The Official Guide. *Learn more...
+ Use QuickBooks training products to learn & customize QuickBooks (fees apply). #Learn more...

One-on-One Training

I™ Show this window at startup

+ Download QuickBooks user guides in PDF format. *Learn more...

Go to QuickBooks
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Products & Services  Industry Solutions  Training&Learning  Community  Support

Manage Finances > Training & Learning > I One Tr:

Email page

Intuit Local One-On-One
Training

Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor Referral Database.
Find a local accounting professional or QuickBooks expert.

Rates vary.

Find a ProAdvisor

Overview How It Works FAQs

Why Use a Certified QuickBooks Pro Advisor?

Many QuickBooks customers say their experience with QuickBooks is better when they work
closely with 5 QuickBooks expert.

Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisors are typically CPAs, accountants, small business advisors or
consultants who have been tested and certified on QuickBooks.

ProAdvisars help businesses customize QuickBooks for their unique needs and help them get the
most out of the software. ProAdvisors are also a great resource if you run into trouble with
QuickBooks. ProAdvisor fees are typically reasonable and many businesses feel the investment
is valusble.

Chances are there's a ProAdvisor in your community.

Search for one today.

About Intuit | Ca

- Your Quic filiate

Quicks

rogram | Privacy | Legal | Co Map

TRUSTe

Numerous Intuit websites (QuickBooks.com, Accountant.Intuit.com, and others) include links to the Find a
ProAdvisor website in numerous places.
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The Find a ProAdvisor website receives about 40,000 hits every month and is the source of many new
clients for Certified ProAdvisors.

Potential clients are able to search by location (zip code or city/state) or industry supported professional
designation, certificatonsearned or t he Pr oAdvisordés | ast name.

- J

Potential clients will see the results of their search to help them locate a Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor
to help them with their QuickBooks needs.




